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Kids at Forest Area Community Schools will again be making maple syrup with the return
of the new sugar shack, a project spearheaded by SEEDS Site Coordinator Joe Kreider.

Sugar Shack makes a
sweet return at Forest
Area Community Schools
FIFE LAKE — After dedicated planning and fundraising, a
new sugar shack has arrived in
the school forest at Forest Area
Community Schools. The new
sugar shack will revive an old
staple of the Forest Area curriculum — making maple syrup.
Joe Kreider, SEEDS Site Coordinator at Forest Area Middle
School, spearheaded the project. “Making maple syrup at
school is a cherished memory
by many community members
who attended school here in the
past,” said Kreider. “Now, the
tradition can continue with our
new sugar shack. We are looking forward to maple-sugaring
this spring.”
The original sugar shack,
built in 1983, was a log building constructed by a crew of
Summer Youth Corps. Some
of the wood from that historic
building will be repurposed in
the new operation.
This project was a partnership
between the school, SEEDS
Ecology & Education Centers,

the Grand Traverse Stewardship Initiative, the Great Lakes
Energy People Fund, Traverse
City Rotary Good Works, and
the Fife Lake community.
The extensive acreage of the
school forest provides a unique
opportunity for students to get
hands-on experience making
maple syrup. Maple-sugaring
offers place-based education
across a number of content areas. Students will learn about
the botany of trees exploring
why and how sap runs. They
will practice math by estimating
the sugar content of sap and the
yield of gallons of sap to gallons
of syrup (hint: It’s about 40-to1). Students will also delve into
social studies by reading about
the local history and cultural
significance of maple-sugaring
by the Anishinaabe and immigrants to the Americas.
The sugar shack will be available for SEEDS After School
programming as well as to
teachers and their classrooms
during the school day. When it

is not maple syrup season, the
structure will be used as a supplemental outdoor classroom.
The SEEDS After School
program is free to all students
enrolled in specific partner
schools. The program is accepting new students at Forest Area
Middle School as well as other
programs in nearby school districts. For more information,
visit ecoseeds.org/afterschool.

in the recent Aug. 4 primary
election. It’s also the same levy
that had been approved by voters in 2008, 2012 and 2016.
Kaliseum executive director
John Starr was up late Tuesday
night and into Wednesday morning tallying votes as results sprinkled in from the various townships. In the end, Starr and other
county officials were celebrating a
win, as 4,949 voters approved the
renewal request over 4,072 “no”
votes.
“A ‘thank you’ — make that a
big thank you — to all the voters
that continue to support the Kaliseum,” said District No. 3 Commission Kohn Fisher, chairman
of the Kalkaska County Board of
Commissioners. “The board will
continue to look for a long-term
solution for this much needed
community facility.”
It was the only county-wide
ballot request put before Kalkaska
County voters in the Nov. 3 election. The results are unofficial,
however, until certified by the
Kalkaska County Board of Canvassars.
Starr said he believes the victory was the result of better messaging by county officials and members of the Kaliseum Steering
Committee on the importance of
the millage request.
“One-hundred percent,” Starr
said. “We spent a lot of time and
effort and advertising with an in-

formation campaign. It worked really well, so far. In Excelsior, Blue
Lake and Oliver (townships), we
lost those in August. We carried
them this time.
“The biggest effort was the
Facebook campaign. We had over
7,000 clicks and reads, and I was
engaged with answering comments. It was like a social town
hall meeting over three weeks,” he
added. “We had lots of support.”
Now approved, the levy will
provide about $210,000 in revenue annually. Though, county officials have said that the total isn’t
even enough to “cover the bills.”
Still, Starr and others have
stated the millage should provide additional time to work on
agreements with entities such as
the KMHC and the local school
district, which would lead to increased use in the facility and increased revenues.
“This is just the bridge,” Starr
said. “Our plans and vision is adding programs and additions to the
facility.
“The pool is the big want and
need,” he added. “It is supposed
to be addressed. It is the biggest
want and need, and the hospital
wants access to a pool.”
For more information on the
county-owned recreational facility, visit online at kaliseum.org or
the facility’s Facebook page by
searching “Kaliseum Recreation
Complex.”
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