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Traverse City Launches Innovative Energy Efficiency Program

TC Saves offers homeowners discounts on improvements to save energy and money
TRAVERSE CITY — Two neighborhoods in Traverse City are the beneficiaries of an exciting new program that offers homeowners significant opportunities to save money on their energy bills.

The program, TC Saves, is a partnership between the City of Traverse City, Traverse City Light and Power, and two local non-profits, SEEDS and the Michigan Land Use Institute.  The program will give homeowners in the neighborhoods of North Traverse Heights and Oak Park a chance for discounted home energy assessments. Homeowners who choose to participate in the program can pay $100 and in return receive up to $1,000 worth of value via a home energy assessment and home improvements including air infiltration sealing, a blower door test, compact fluorescent light-bulb installation and a programmable thermostat.

Additionally, homeowners who commit to more extensive energy system improvements as part of the TC Saves program can qualify for 0 percent APR loans up to $20,000.00 on those changes through the state’s Michigan SAVES program. More details are available at the website for the program, http://tcsaves.com/.

The program, which launched earlier this month, is part of BetterBuildings for Michigan’s statewide effort to save homeowners in Michigan money on their energy bills while increasing the comfort of people’s homes.  Furthermore, it’s designed to help create and sustain jobs in the field of energy efficiency.
“Conserving energy in our homes is an important way to save money, stay more comfortable, and make our community a better place,” said Traverse City Manager R. Ben Bifoss. “TC Saves connects homeowners to qualified local contractors who will show you exactly how your home wastes energy, figure out how to plug those leaks, and save you money. 

“Getting started costs very little and will immediately provide a return on your investment in complimentary efficiency upgrades,” Mr. Bifoss said.

Home energy audits will be performed by James Anderson Builders or Brown Lumber. These weatherization specialists have more than 40 years of experience in the business and have assessed and weatherized more than 1,000 homes in the region.

Statistics already show that homeowners who take significant steps in weatherizing their homes can save up to 44 percent on their energy bills, and homeowners in the neighborhoods targeted by TCSaves are already signing up for the program.

One homeowner, Chris Treter, who lives in the North Traverse Heights neighborhood has already participated in the program and had this to say, “TC Saves is awesome! This program offers a comprehensive view of improvements we need to make in our home, allowing us to decide what we can do now and what can wait until later, and most importantly with a team we can totally trust. I can't wait to keep moving it forward!”
 “Why spend money on energy that’s just going out through the walls and attic?” said Nick Cassell, another homeowner and program participant.

###

Homeowners who live in the Oak Park and North Traverse Heights neighborhoods are encouraged to sign up for their home energy assessments now at: www.tcsaves.com
The program is a limited time offer and will run until the end of the year or until the funding stream runs out.

Additional partners in the program include the Traverse City Housing Commission, Traverse City Fire Department, Traverse Area Association of Realtors, the Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency, and the Oak Park and North Traverse Heights neighborhoods in Traverse City.
